
P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

S
: 

E
L

S
A

 Y
O

U
N

G

GARDEN

24 HOUSE & GARDEN  OCTOBER 2020

THIS IS THE PERFECT 
SEASON TO FIND YOUR 
OWN BLANK CANVAS FOR 
A BRAND-NEW GARDEN

have had many gardens, beginning 
with my first one in Gauteng and 
then getting to grips with a fynbos 
garden in the Cape. I have had big 

and small ones, formal and naturalistic, 
including one up the West Coast in  
a nature reserve and another on the  
East Coast near the beach. For the last 
four years, my garden has been limited  
to a long line of clay pots and a collection 
of succulents on my loft windowsills.  
I am planning a new garden, crystalised by 
the lockdown. My new garden will only 
include what is important and beautiful to 
me and will reflect my more minimal way 
of living.

My New Garden 
Garden designer Franchesca Watson’s new 
home garden is a reflection of an innate sense of 
style and a minimalist philosophy to living

It is a medium-sized property 
with the house in the middle.  
I have a sunny part facing north and  
a shaded part facing south. It has no 
natural features, other than a pair of 
venerable oaks framing the property.

I want my garden to feel wild, 
but with drama. Nature on steroids.  
I have learnt over the years that this rests 
on the principle of the plants being happy 
and growing easily and well.  And so, 
I will attend to the health of the soil 
first. It will be enriched with compost, 
mulches and micro-organisms. The lawn 
will be taken up and the soil beneath it 

rejuvenated for a season or two with 
nitrogen-fixing “green manure”,
like fava beans, lupins, fenugreek 
and clovers. 

Before we plant, the structural 
elements will go in. A dining area, 
fireplace, shower and resting place are 
my essentials. I want somewhere to 
plant vertically and I am mad about 
creepers, so it will include structures 
to show them off. I would like water in 
the garden – not a swimming pool, but 
for the birds. I will put up owl boxes in 
the oaks too.  

I am feeling romantic about rock 
and other natural materials, and so all 
the features will utilise local stone or 
recycled materials. I may treat myself 
to some good modern pots though. 
I want to grow food and will be having 
fun with biodynamic methods and 
ways to use grey water. A beehive 
will be a first for me. Plenty of water 
storage will be incorporated. The 
plants will be a mix of all my favourites  
– both local and from elsewhere – 
with a strong leaning to those that 
help birds. It will probably be a mix 
of three parts indigenous to one part 
exotic. Plants do not have to be local to 
provide bird food. It is the biodiversity 
that counts, so there is something to 
eat all year round.   

Colour is no longer an 
obsession for me but texture 
is vital. And big, bold leaves. I would 
like a collection of ferns and mosses on 
either side of the south-facing front 
door, which will be painted glossy red. 
Ground orchids will be happy there 
too. For the sunny parts, I am planting 
large swathes of indigenous grasses, 
combined with bulbs like Ixias and 
Nerines. I will plant climbing roses, as 
I find them more graceful than rose 
bushes. I have an absolute passion for 
Erica versicolor and Noltea africana, 
along with Digitalis and Echinacea – 
I hope they will self-seed if planted in 
just the right place.  n 
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