
P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

S
: 

S
U

P
P

L
IE

D

KNOW-HOW

42 HOUSE & GARDEN   MARCH/APRIL 2021

Summer 
Reads
Landscape designer 
Franchesca Watson picks  
her most inspiring reads

My Cool Treehouse: An 
Inspirational Guide to Stylish 
Treehouses by Jane Field-
Lewis (Hardcover) Harper Collins 
Publishers Australia
As soon as one is off the ground, one 
seems to enter a magical and whimsical 
dimension. This cute little book is full  
of inspiration for all sorts of treehouses, 
be they offices, play spaces or retreats  
– the only common link is that they are 
suspended above the ground. You will find 
ideas for styles and materials, and 
functional details, from reasonably 
conventional to downright wacky. 

Planting Design for Dry 
Gardens: Beautiful, Resilient 
Groundcovers for Terraces, 
Paved Areas, Gravel and Other 
Alternatives to the Lawn by 
Olivier Filippi (Hardcover)
Filbert Press
This book by renowned nurseryman 
Olivier Filippi, based in the south of 

France, deals with the whys and hows of 
replacing our ubiquitous lawns  
with ground covers. Lawns guzzle  
a disproportionate amount of our  
labour and water resources, and we  
need to question our addiction  
to them. The book shares his experience 
and lays out alternative options for more 
earth-friendly solutions.

Tokachi Millennium Forest: 
Pioneering a New Way of 
Gardening with Nature by Dan 
Pearson with Midori Shintani 
(Hardcover) Filbert Press
Recently out (and I cannot wait to order  
my copy), this book details the making  
of the Tokachi Millennium Forest  

on the Japanese Shimizu Island, 
designed by Dan Pearson and  
Fumiaki Takano. The park was 
conceived by entrepreneur  
Mitsushige Hayashi as a means  
to preserve and prevent loss of  
natural habitats, educate and allow 
visitors to become engaged with the 
environment. Portions of ornamental 
gardens link the plants to native flora.  
There is an art trail with several  
works by Yoko Ono, a kitchen  
garden and a productive goat  
farm. This book has been 20 years  
in the making. 

The Secret Gardeners: 
Britain's Creatives Reveal 
Their Private Sanctuaries 
by Victoria Summerley 
(Hardcover) Frances Lincoln
I love books that link personalities  
with their gardens – after all, that  
is my job – to interpret and create 
outdoor spaces that make specific 
people happy.  This book showcases 
the private gardens of British creatives 
-– people like Ozzy Osbourne, Andrew 
Lloyd Webber, Prue Leith and Anish 
Kapoor. Well-researched, there’s 
wonderful text explaining the owners’ 
inspirations and passions to go along 
with the images of gardens that the 
public rarely sees.  n   
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