or most of us, mid-winter is
a slow time in the garden. But
while it’s laid bare and resting
is the perfect time to consider
and reassess the skeleton of
your garden — the underlying structure
on which the overlay of planting hangs.
B Many components can form
the structure of a garden. It can
be the lie of the land; terracing, for
example, or a central, perfectly level
lawn. Circulation through the garden,
such as pathways or steps, can form
part of it too. The screening portions
of the garden — for example, hedges
or tall shrubberies — are also structural
elements, as are trees, water and the
placement thereof.
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Skeleton Of
The Garden

Winter lays bare the structure of your
garden, so use the time wisely to reassess
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B The structure of the garden

—or lack thereof — will set the shape

and tone. Formal gardens tend to have
various elemental components set out
in a symmetrical or mathematical way:
A natural-style garden will have a looser,
less regimented pattern of main elements.
B Imperfections become more
obvious in winter, such as that lawn
edge that used to be straight and has
begun to wander, or the avenue of trees
missing a member or two. Conversely,
the beauty of the skeleton becomes
more visible now, and will make it easy
to decide where planting needs to be
cleared or curated, so the structure can
shine all year round. Or perhaps this
season will reveal that there actually
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is no considered structure, and that changes
are required in order to introduce ‘bones’
to the skeleton. Try to be brutally honest
either way, and resolve to be brave about
doing what needs to be done.

B Even natural gardens benefit from
structure or an underlying plan. The
most beautiful places in nature have this
inherently — a rocky shelf cutting though
a meadow, clumps of trees in the clefts of
valleys, a low-lying lake... Nature is never
just a muddle. Structure gives a sense of
space and clarity and allows us the chance
to understand and feel the harmony of
the space. =
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