
66 house garden  november 2013

know how

That lovely relaxed style of 
planting that we associate with 
country styling can be far from 
relaxing when it comes to 

maintaining the look. The trouble is that it 
relies on allowing some natural processes to 
take place, such as plants going to seed and 
being allowed to spread out and wander and 
develop their own quirky characters, like 
floppiness or winter flatlining. So, if you are 
a garden perfectionist, it can be frustrating. 
The most effective plants for this style are 
generally the ones that work the hardest 
and flower the best in their show season, but 
this generally means that out of that season 
they really go over in a big way. I am thinking 
here of penstemons, lobelias, achilleas, asters — 
the true perennials. 

Perennials for 
Perfectionists

Loose-style 
planting doesn’t 
suit all garden 
personalities, advises 
landscape designer 
Franchesca Watson

To employ this style and minimise 
the downtime, choose your perennials 
carefully —  see Tricks of the Trade Box —  
and when designing the planting, take 
particular care with the placing and bulking 
of the plants. Plants like Coleonemas are quite 
dominant so you need to use them sparingly 
and combine them with plants that can 
hold their own visually, but be careful not 
to ‘spot plant’ dominant varieties — they 
need to be settled in carefully otherwise 
they will distract from the natural flow of 
the arrangement.

Plants, which can be planted in swathes, 
are great, such as irises, especially if they hold 
themselves well over the seasons. If you’re 
planting something that you love (that tends 
to fall apart) in swathes, interplant it with 
more robust plants such as Salvia nemorosa 
with a grass such as Deschampsia cespitosa. 
This look is not for you if you don’t enjoy the 
‘resting’ winter garden when plants are not 
performing and the structure of the garden 
is on display. It’s a romantic style that follows 
the seasonality of nature. n Franchesca Watson  
% 082 808 1287; 8 www.franchescawatson.com
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If you really love this style, but 
can’t bear the blowsiness, here 
are a couple of tricks: 

 Pick perennials that die down 
quickly or can be cut down as soon 
as they are past their prime, 
such as Phlox paniculata, Sedum 
spectabile, Campanulas and Salvias.

 Choose plants that will give 
you the look and not die down 
at all, but rather just need a 
good trim such as Anemone 
japonica, Aquilegia and Geranium 
dalmaticum — most of which are 
quieter flowerers.

 Use some flowering plants that 
have good form throughout the 
year such as irises, day lilies and 
Euphorbia Wulfenii, Cheiranthus 
and Pelargoniums. I don’t think 
of these as perennials but rather 
as small shrubby fillers.

 Grasses are great for 
holding the look together 
and giving a bit of contrast – 
note that the evergreen ones 
need a good clean at the end of 
winter when they start to look  
a bit shabby.

 Balance everything out with 
some evergreen flowering shrubs 
such as Pavettas, Ceratostigmas, 
Hebes, Coleonemas, or indigenous 
jasmines, which will only need 
shaping when you do your annual 
winter prune.

Country-style planting can 
be  achieved with a clever 

selection of perennials that 
will stand the test of time

tricks of
the trade
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