KNOW HOW

utumn in the garden

is a time for waiting

and watching. There

is a palpable sense of

the garden gearing

down gently and you
have to be patient and let certain things
get shabby, go to seed and generally do
what happens naturally.

I try not to start clipping things into
shape too early, and rather hold off
until midwinter. Now dead-heading and
small tidying is the order of the day.
I sometimes interplant my garden with
fillers after New Year, but I’m conscious
that this is not the most sustainable idea,
so I'm trying to phase this step out of the
annual procedure. I do have a great stand
of Japanese anemones that make me happy
in autumn and my grasses, which are
starting to change colour, still look good.
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Most importantly, autumn is the
time when you should assess how the
garden worked in the summer. Look
at what was successful, what disappointed
and what is becoming a problem. Changes
and adjustments need to be planned and
made during winter, so the thinking and
decision making needs to happen now.
Shake out your wish list, do your soul
searching, accept the fact that the roses
are never going to do well on that sloped
bank, and make some considered decisions.
Get help if you need it.

If you are wanting big changes, now is
the time to choose and contact your
landscape contractor, otherwise the
best people will be booked up by late
spring. Smaller changes will require you
to research the plants or materials and do
your homework so that you are organised
by midwinter for the actual work.

Landscape Designer Franchesca Watson
breaks down the autumn to-do list
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So, autumn means a little bit of
dreaming but a whole lot of getting
real, getting organised and making
sure you do the planning. Winter is
for the actual physical work: it’s the
time to reorganise the garden, at the
very least to divide and reduce smaller
plants which are getting beyond
themselves, prune your shrubs and
check and maintain your trees.

When doing the autumn planning
make sure to include time to source lots
of the best compost you can find —
winter is the best time to layer this onto
your garden while everything is cut
back and clean.

Your garden may be starting to
hibernate in autumn, but you shouldn’t!
So get started.
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