KNOW HOW

COMFORTABLE:
SEATING GOES 4
ALONG WAY' TQ
MAKING GUESTS.
FEEL AT HOME

s our gardens get more
practical —and often smaller —
it helps to maximise every
opportunity. Smaller gardens
cannot rely much on vistas and endless
layering of leafy beauty disappearing into
the distance. A conscious stage setting of
portions of the garden will add drama and
personality to an otherwise restricted area.
What I try to do is take a fairly ordinary
requirement such as a long dining table
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Small wonders

Set the scene with little touches to bring
magic into a compact garden, whether for
special occasions or everyday socialising

Add something

special to the

scene: lanterns
in atree, or

approach to the house if this is through
the garden, especially if the walkway
has to take a turn. On ordinary days,
something like an arrangement of
succulent pots will greet the visitor; on
special occasions this may be a pretty
candle and a bucket of champagne.

The arrangement, quality and
beauty of one’s garden furniture is
important, and the areas where it is set
out close to the house needs carefully
considered surfacing to complete the
picture. Then add the details — mirrors
surrounded with creepers on the walls
to create sparkle and depth, mood
lighting for the evenings, individual
sidetables on which to perch drinks,
large baskets full of swimming towels
near the pool loungers, wind chimes
if you like them, water features, or
containers with interesting plants.

The current trend for fires in the
garden is a wonderful opportunity
to bring in drama: the fire pit itself
needs to be practical and out in the
open so as not to singe anything, but
the space and seating around it can
be really lovely. One could build a
generous stone seat around a portion of
the space; a scattering of comfortable
outdoor chairs and cushions works
well; outdoor beanbags are fun and soft
outdoor lighting can be added.

A friend of mine has a sort of shrine
in the garden. It’s a small stone table
where special things with emotional
resonance are laid out —lovely
stones from a recent trek, photos in
waterproof frames,
avase with special
flowers from the
bottom of the
garden, driftwood.

A collection of
bird feeders in

the tree nearby
underatreeandadd QU td oor s p ed ke 'S meansit’s alive with
something special ? feathery visitors,
to the scene: a heavy -FO rmusic and underneath
sprinkling of lanterns the table lies a stone

in the tree above the diners’ heads,

or outdoor speakers for music. Have

a permanent console table somewhere

convenient nearby where you can set up

a glamorous, sparkly outdoor drinks tray:
At times I design a permanent welcome

table in a garden, somewhere along the

basin filled with water for visiting dogs.
These are the personal touches that

add human interest and a great deal

of drama to the garden — something

we can all aspire to.
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